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At St Paul’s, we aim for excellent teaching and promote high expectations and a nurturing ethos, so that all 
our children are happy, independent and resilient, and have the skills, knowledge and self-belief to become 
confident, creative citizens who can make a difference to the world and keep themselves safe. We educate 
and celebrate the whole child as an individual, preparing them spiritually, morally, physically, socially, 
intellectually and emotionally for their future lives. We want to support everyone on their faith journey, 
allowing them to deepen their personal relationship with Jesus and to recognise the love of God in their 
lives. 

Teaching and Learning at St Paul’s 
We want all children to make good progress through knowing more and remembering more. In all subjects, 
we ensure that pre-knowledge and skills are revised and links are made with current learning. Children are 
given the opportunity to overlearn key concepts through repetition, modelling and scaffolding of learning. 
Learning is progressive and sequential. Reading, vocabulary and oracy are emphasised in all subjects. 
 
Vision Statement 
Our vision is to inspire children to love learning, which enables EVERY child to do their very best and to build 
a deep friendship with Christ. The children understand this to mean, ‘United through Jesus, in faith, love and 
learning.’ 
 
Intent of the Music Curriculum 

As with all other subjects at St Paul’s, we want pupils to develop the characteristics of learners outlined in 

DESIRE. Music is one of the highest forms of creativity and one which we at St Paul’s aim to foster a love of 

and appreciation for. Through music, we want children to have opportunities to develop not only their 

appreciation for the subject but also to build their self-confidence, their pupil ‘voice’ and celebrate their 

achievements. 

Our intent is that all children will develop their musical talents and passion through lessons, ensembles, 

gatherings and performances that enable them to understand and remember knowledge and skills. We aim 

to develop their curiosity and respect for all types of music, in a range of contexts that helps them understand 

the value of music in the school and wider communities.  

Music-making overall is enjoyable and as the children progress through the sequence of learning, they 
develop their sense of rhythm and confidence in singing, considering the structure and organisation of music. 
Technical vocabulary is encouraged when discussing music to deepen their knowledge and performance skills 
are regularly fostered to encourage confidence, self-awareness and build cultural capital. 
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We believe that music offers pupils opportunities to: 

 Listen to and critically analyse music across a range of genres, historical periods and traditions, 

including works by the great composers, musicians and pieces performed by themselves and others 

in school. 

 Sing for a wide range of purposes, to compose music, to learn a musical instrument and use 

technology to record and access music. 

 Understand ways in which music is created and communicated, including through the inter-related 

dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and musical notation. 

Catholic Social Teaching 

The curriculum for music consistently exposes children to connections to a wide range of backgrounds, 

abilities, beliefs and cultures. This enables children to understand, appreciate and respect differences in the 

world and its people, including the things we share in common across cultural, religious, ethnic and 

socioeconomic communities. 

 

Oracy 

Pupils will apply and enhance their developing oracy skills in all Music units, which require cooperation and 

discussion throughout. Through music lessons, children engage with views, beliefs and opinions that are 

different from their own in considered ways. We encourage children to take ownership of their performances 

and to think critically about their own and others’ music-making. 

 

SEND intent 
We aim to make our curriculum accessible to all and music is an area of the curriculum where SEND children 
can shine. We use a practical approach to introduce and teach the content of music lessons which involve 
singing and playing instruments as well as appraising music we listen to and composing our own. Information 
technology is used to immerse learners and concrete experiences have a high priority in helping all children, 
including those with SEND, access the curriculum.  
 
 
Implementation of the Music Curriculum 
Opportunities to develop knowledge and skills in music are offered in a variety of contexts, including: weekly 

lessons that are based upon the Charanga scheme of work, which ensures a wide exposure to different genres 

of music, with lots of practical opportunities to explore the inter-related dimensions of music through 

listening and composing; singing assemblies which focus around the Catholic ethos of school, performance 

assemblies to showcase learning across the whole school and build appreciation and connections in our 

community; Key Stage performances that further develop confidence and expression through music, the arts 

and Oracy; learning an instrument in LKS2 to develop specific skills and learn musical notation and learning 

an instrument through visiting peripatetic teachers from the local music hub. Additional opportunities are 

offered in music, such as visits from live music groups or visits to local secondaries to foster a sense of wonder 

and enjoyment. These contexts all help embed the characteristics of learner outlined in DESIRE: 

Determination, Enquiry, Stamina, Inquisitiveness, Resilience and Enjoyment. 

We know that good subject knowledge is essential in enabling pupils to discover their musical potential and 

build skills over time. We are confident that this is strong throughout the school. Within each unit of learning, 
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students revisit existing knowledge and skills and then build upon and extend them incrementally. We work 

openly and flexibly at St Paul’s so that staff are confident in asking subject leaders for advice when it is 

required. Planning meetings and subject leader drop-ins also provide opportunities for support to be 

provided if and when it’s required.  

 
Assessment 
Formative assessment takes place every lesson and planning is flexible so that gaps can be addressed to 

enable children to keep up with their peers wherever possible or be moved on to extend skills. Teachers use 

discussion and effective questioning within lessons, as well as end of topic performances to identify learning 

outcomes. Children are actively encouraged to assess and critique their own work and others’ work each to 

explore improvements/ changes that could be made to move their learning and competence to the next level, 

which in turn also develops their Oracy skills. 

 
 
Impact of the Music Curriculum 
Through implementing the learning opportunities above, children will progressively build on their 

knowledge and skills in music, making connections across a wide range of repertoire and apply subject 

specific vocabulary. They will compose, perform and evaluate music individually and with others, using it 

as a form of expression and overall, develop a love and respect for the power of music. 

 
 
Equal Opportunities 
All pupils receive teaching in Music with a view to meeting all children’s needs regardless of gender, ability, 
ethnicity, language and special educational needs. Staff recognise that each child has their own range of skills 
and understanding. Adjustments are made, and extra support put in place as necessary, to help us to fulfil 
our ambition for all children to succeed. 
 
 
 


