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RE NEWSLETTER for PARENTS ~ SPRING TERM 2024

This term we will be studying four topics in Religious Education: 
Christmas, Revelation, Lent and Holy Week 
Special days
this term

   St Simon 
   18th February 

· Ash Wednesday 
14th February 

· St. David 
	1st March

· St. Patrick 
	17th March

.   The Annnuciation
    25th March

· Mothering Sunday
	10thh  March

· Maundy Thursday
	28th March

· Good Friday
	29th March

· Easter Sunday 
	31st March

Other Faiths
Eid ul Fitr 9th April 

LENT
Lent is a special time of preparation.  The three key features of Lent are Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  Lent is a time to make people happy, an opportunity to prepare well for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of Jesus at Easter.  Jesus overcame evil with goodness and love.
Help at home:
It would be helpful to talk to your children about recognising what is good and bad. If possible have a Lenten project at home; for instance, to do something each day to bring happiness to someone and to pray for someone in need. When you go to Mass please point out the liturgical colour purple and any statues in the church that are covered.
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CHRISTMAS
At the end of last term we began to look at the Christmas story in preparation for our Christmas celebrations.  However it is important to note that the Christmas season does not finish on Christmas day.  The children will continue to celebrate the liturgical season of Christmas at the beginning of this term.
REVELATION
In Revelation the children will learn about Jesus as a teacher and healer, through the parables and miracles.  The children will explore Jesus as the Light of the World and how the church community is shown through the life and work of St. Paul
Help at home:
Share with your child some of the parables and miracles e.g. The Parable of the Sower, Matt.13: 3-13 and the miracle of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, Matt14: 13-21.  When you say a prayer at home light a candle and finish with ‘Thank you Jesus for being the Light of the World.’











HOLY WEEK
The key events of the life of Jesus prior to his crucifixion and resurrection will be studied. Children will be made aware of what Jesus said and did at the last supper table and know that the priest says these words at Mass when he says ‘do this in memory of me.’ During this time the older children will explore the events of Holy Week and understand the Eucharist and death of Jesus as a sacrifice.
Help at Home
Take part in the Tridium from the washing of the feet on Maundy Thursday through Good Friday to Easter Sunday.























OTHER FAITHS
Links with other faiths will be made, as appropriate, within each topic.



Overleaf there is a breakdown of what individual year groups will study in each topic.











	Year Groups
	Christmas
	Revelation
	Lent
	Holy Week

	Reception
	We will recap on the Christmas Story, playing particular attention to the visitors to the crib. The children will learn about the Magi and the gifts they brought
	The children will learn about the job of a priest, they will consider how Jesus is a shepherd and who else fulfils this role.  They will learn the story of the feeding of the 5000.
	Children will learn that Lent is a time when we get ready for Easter.  They will be introduced to the Parable of the Talents and the Miracle of the healing of the Blind Man.  They examine some Jewish artefacts.
	The children will focus on the Crucifix and ensure that they know why and how we make the sign of the Cross.  They will share a simple version of the events of Holy Week.

	Years 1 
and 2
	The children will revise the story of the Magi and compare their gifts with the ones they received.  They will learn the story of the Annunciation and how the words of the Hail Mary can be found here.
	Children hear the parables of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son.  They will learn about the miracle of the feeding of the 5000, what this tells us about Jesus and what we can learn from this event.
	The children will learn the meaning of Lent and how it links to the life and teachings of Jesus through the stories of Jesus’ Temptation, Zacchaeus and Jesus called the children t.o They will learn about the 10 Commandments and their importance to the Jewish faith.

	We will revisit the events of Holy week.  The children will act out what happened on Palm Sunday and the Last Supper.

	Years 3 and 4
	Children will think about the  Shepherds who heard the news of Jesus’ birth and consider who would be chosen today to receive the news.  They learn about St Francis and the first Crib.
	We focus on the difference between hearing and listening and relate this to the story of Eli. The children will learn about the Presentation of Jesus in the temple, his Baptism and Temptations in the wilderness.
	Children will explore Lent as a time when we prepare for Easter and how we are called to change. They will study the story of the Widow of Nain and look at the Jewish tradition of Almsgiving
	The children will learn where Holy Week fits into the Liturgical Calendar. They will pay particular attention to the Last Supper and its links to the Eucharist.

	Years 5 and 6
	The children revisit the Christmas story comparing the different accounts in the Gospels.  They will focus on the visit of the Magi to King Herod.
	The children will explore the story of the Baptism of Jesus in more depth and think about how Jesus revealed himself through the Parables he told, especially the Parable of the Sower, the Wedding Feast and the House built on Sand.
	Here the children will gain a deeper understanding Temptation of Jesus and the symbolism of Lent.  They will explore how the teachings of St Paul help us today.  They will learn about the Jewish festivals of Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah.
	We will revise the events of Holy Week, paying particular attention to Jesus and the traders in the temple.  The children will learn more about the Stations of the Cross.
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