St Paul’s Catholic Primary School 
CAPABILITY OF STAFF POLICY 
 
 
-

United Through Jesus in Faith, Love and Learning                                                                                               [image: ]
St Paul’s Catholic Primary School
Policy for Mathematics
2025-2028
 
At St Paul’s, we aim for excellent teaching and promote high expectations and a nurturing ethos, so that all our children are happy, independent and resilient, and have the skills, knowledge and self-belief to become confident, creative citizens who can make a difference to the world and keep themselves safe. We educate and celebrate the whole child as an individual, preparing them spiritually, morally, physically, socially, intellectually and emotionally for their future lives. We want to support everyone on their faith journey, allowing them to deepen their personal relationship with Jesus and to recognise the love of God in their lives.
Teaching and Learning at St Paul’s
We want all children to make good progress through knowing more and remembering more. In all subjects, we ensure that pre-knowledge and skills are revised and links are made with current learning. Children are given the opportunity to overlearn key concepts through repetition, modelling and scaffolding of learning. Learning is progressive and sequential. Reading, vocabulary and oracy are emphasised in all subjects.

Vision Statement
Our vision is to inspire children to love learning, which enables EVERY child to do their very best and to build a deep friendship with Christ. The children understand this to mean, ‘United through Jesus, in faith, love and learning.’

Intent of the Mathematics Curriculum
As with all other subjects at St Paul’s, we want pupils to develop the characteristics of learners outlined in DESIRE. We want our pupils to enjoy maths, to develop resilience and to be determined to solve the problems they approach. We believe all pupils can be successful mathematicians and we strive to ensure that girls and boys all attain the highest standards possible.  
Our intent is that all children will develop fluency in maths through lessons that enable them to understand and remember mathematical knowledge, concepts and procedures. We place a lot of emphasis on children learning number facts and know that children have to have time to practise using new procedures to ensure that they are embedded and remembered. 

Catholic Social Teaching
As in all subjects, the themes of Catholic Social Teaching run through all maths lessons. We find it particularly important in maths for all children to value themselves and believe they can succeed (Dignity of the Human Person). We support children so all participate and teach them to be proud of their work.

Oracy
Speaking and listening form a vital part of all maths lessons. One example is that through the use of the Mastering Number materials in Reception and KS1, children are supported to express their understanding through the use of sentence stems and repetition. This strong scaffolding enables all children to develop their oracy skills and their confidence in using them, including children with SEND or EAL. Sentence stems, modelling and repetition continue to be used throughout the school to support children in expressing their understanding and reasoning in maths lessons.

Implementation of the Mathematics Curriculum
In Reception, children’s early understanding of number is developed through carefully sequenced learning about individual numbers and their patterns. In KS1, learning takes place in blocks to give children the opportunity to develop a deep understanding of the basics of number & arithmetic, as well as other aspects of maths, to ensure they have a firm foundation on which to build. Children in Reception & KS1 also participate in Mastering Number sessions to help to secure firm foundations in the development of good number sense for all children. Throughout KS2, topics are regularly repeated and revisited to further ensure overlearning, resulting in rapid and accurate recall and confident mathematicians. From KS1 on, one lesson a week is dedicated to practising arithmetic skills. In KS2 children’s knowledge of times tables, arithmetic and number facts (‘Measures’) are reinforced weekly to ensure that knowledge is retained and that children can apply their knowledge to problems that require reasoning.
The expectation is that the vast majority of pupils progress through the curriculum content at the same pace. All children are expected to be exposed to age related expectations. Regular and ongoing formative assessment informs teaching, as well as intervention, to enable the success of each child. Timely intervention is key for children identified as falling behind or with SEN. This may be done as early morning work or children will be taken out if a smaller group focus is required. If there is a significant SEND that means the child cannot access any of their year group’s learning, a different approach will be used and this will be set out in their IEP / EHCP. Other children with SEN may have maths targets in their IEP that are worked on in addition to class lessons, ensuring exposure to year group expectations is still in place when appropriate. 
Reasoning and problem solving are an integral part of maths lessons at St Paul’s, enabling children to use, develop competence in, and deepen understanding of, the prerequisite mathematical knowledge, concepts and skills that are necessary to succeed in the tasks set. In KS2 this is done through the use of mastery extensions. In KS1 it is usually done through questioning during lessons, during plenaries or as next steps in marking. 
New content is introduced in manageable steps, lesson by lesson, carefully building on previous steps.  Appropriate sequencing is key to successful learning in maths. Concrete then pictorial models and images are used before moving onto abstract methods to help children to understand new content so that pupils learn more, remember more and can do more. 
We know teachers must have sufficient mathematical and teaching content knowledge to deliver topics effectively. We are confident that this is strong throughout the school. We strive to maintain an open and cohesive working environment as staff at St Paul’s so that teachers and teaching assistants are confident in asking their team leaders or the maths subject leader for advice when it is required. Team planning and team meetings also provide opportunities for support to be provided if and when it’s required.

Assessment
Formative assessment takes place in lessons and planning is flexible so that gaps can be addressed promptly to enable children to keep up with their peers wherever possible or be moved on to deepen understanding if learning is quicker than expected. Teachers use questioning within lessons to identify and help children needing extra support within that lesson wherever possible. Marking also informs teachers of children’s understanding and any gaps that need filling are quickly addressed with the whole class or groups as necessary, either during the next lesson or during an intervention group.  
In Reception, assessment is ongoing. In KS1, cold and hot tasks will be used to assess children’s knowledge at the beginning and end of each block. KS2 use Rising Stars tests half termly to assess what children know and remember. All teachers have half termly pupil progress meetings with the Head, and pupils behind age-related expectations are identified and strategies are put in place to help them to learn the mathematical skills and knowledge necessary to catch up with their peers.

Impact of the Mathematics Curriculum
Children at St Paul’s enjoy maths and our KS2 results are always above National & the Local Authority. Children are well prepared for the next stage of their education so that they can go through life with the foundations of mathematics firmly in place.

Equal Opportunities
All pupils receive teaching in maths with a view to meeting all children’s needs regardless of gender, ability, ethnicity, language and special educational needs. Staff recognise that each child has their own range of skills and understanding. Adjustments are made, and extra support put in place as necessary, to help us to fulfil our ambition for all children to succeed.
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St Paul’s whole school community (all staff, governors, parents and volunteers working in the school) are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of our children. At St Paul's we recognize our duties under the Equality Act 2010. Everyone has the right to be treated with dignity and respect.
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